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“It’s A Date”   
 
November 21 st – District JOY Singers 
Mt. Tabor UMC, 1:30 p.m. 
Winston-Salem, NC 
dcooke@wnccumc.org  
November 23-27 – District Office Closed  
Thanksgiving Holidays 
December 2 nd – District Christmas Party 
Kingswood UMC, 6:30 p.m. 
Rural Hall, NC 
ajohnson@wnccumc.org  
December 10 th – Christmas @ Junaluska 
Bus tour: lunch, Junaluska Singers concert 
Clemmons, NC 
Nanpj1@gmail.com  
December 13 th – Educators Time Apart 
Panera on Miller Street, 10:00 a.m. 
Winston-Salem, NC 
dcooke@wnccumc.org  
December 19 th – District JOY Singers 
Meet @ Mt. Tabor UMC, 1:30 to go caroling   
Winston-Salem, NC 
dcooke@wnccumc.org  
December 23rd, 2011 – January 2 nd, 2012 
District Office Closed 
Christmas and New Year Holiday, vacation 
 
  Coming soon……..  
     District Leadership Conference 
      Sunday, January 22 nd, 2012 
       Mt. Tabor UMC, 2:30 p.m. 
        Winston-Salem, NC 
 
  iGOD Confirmation Retreat  
    February 3 rd, 4th, 2012     
        Brantley Retreat Center 
          Children’s Home Campus 

 
“Available for Take-out”   
 
The GBOD web-site has the annual Advent 
Wreath Candlelighting Meditations for 
Home and Church, Year B by Dean B. 
McIntyre available for download. Each 
meditation uses one of the 2011 lectionary 
readings which can be divided into sections 
for participants, including children.  There is 
also a suggested hymn from United 
Methodist musical publications.  Permission 
is granted to download, copy, reprint or 
adapt for use with the inclusion of the 
copyright citation. 
 
The UMCOM web-site has “Outside the 
Box, The Gift That Can’t Be Contained” 
from Rethink Church which will be part of 
the national media campaign for December.  
You can purchase the multi-media pack for 
$25.00.  Other downloads are free. 
 
“Passing the Peace” is the Advent 
Devotional Booklet from the Society of St. 
Andrew.  The devotional includes daily 
scripture, prayer and reflection on the work 
and mission of the baby in the manger.  
There is no obligation; however a donation 
would fund hunger-relief ministry.  For more 
information go to sosainfo@EndHunger.org 
or call 1-800-333-4597.   
 
We have ordered the new Efird “Isaiah” 
Study  but it has not been released in time 
for Advent of 2011.  As soon as it becomes 
available, we will let you know. 
 
Safe Sanctuaries:  Mandatory!!!! 
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District Prayer Concerns 
Please remember the following in your prayers: 

• Danny Garrett, district president of UMM, as he rec overs from heart surgery  
• The family of Rev. Thomas Howard upon his death on November 7 th 
• Rev. Larry Jones and family upon the death of his m other on November 8 th  
 

District Opportunities 
•  “Arsenic and Old Lace” will be presented by the Stained Glass Playhouse 

from November 4 th through November 20 th on Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00 
p.m. and on Sundays at 3:00 p.m.  For reservations call (336) 499-1010. 

• WFU is hosting the 50th annual Church Day on Saturday, November 19 th for 
the Wake Forest – Maryland football game.  The $25 fee includes the game, 
speaker Perry Tuttle and a meal.  Call 758-5011 for more information or to 
make reservations. 

• Morris Chapel UMC, Darrow Road, Walkertown will host a FREE 
Thanksgiving Day Lunch on Thursday, November 24 th from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center. 

• St. Paul UMC, Dellabrook Road, Winston-Salem, will welcome Jennifer Davis 
of the WNCC staff for “Engage-Empower-Release”, the case for laity to 
accept and celebrate their role in ministry on December 3 rd, 2011 from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  The goal is to build a ministry which will enable and equip 
laity and clergy to work in partnership to carry ou t the vision and mission 
of the church.  Contact Pam Shoffner, pamelas43@bellsouth.net or (336) 294-
3055.  

• Join J & J Tours on Saturday, December 10 th, 2011 for a day trip to Lake 
Junaluska for a Christmas lunch at Lambuth Inn and a concert by the 
Junaluska Singers.  Contact Nan Johnson for details , nanpj1@gmail.com.  

• Mt. Tabor UMC has a staff opening for Membership/Publicity Coordinator.   
This is a 15 hour per week position and requires proficiency in computer skills 
and managing web-sites as well as knowledge of and adherence to the 
policies and traditions of The United Methodist Chu rch.  For an application 
for consideration, contact Paula Page at paula.page@mttaborumc.org.   

 
Attached to this newsletter is the brochure for the  DLC to be held on 
January 22 nd, 2012 (snow date January 29 th) at Mt. Tabor UMC  , 3543 
Robinhood Road, Winston-Salem with worship beginnin g at 2:30 and 
classes beginning at 3:00 p.m.  Childcare will be p rovided.  Encourage your 
laity to attend . 
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Medlin’ Around 
 
I could hardly believe my eyes!  The tractor-trailer passed me so fast I 

thought I was standing still.  Those things terrify me anyway.  They carry about 
40,000 pounds of stuff and are not exactly known for being able to “stop on a 
dime.”  I cringe when they pass me, especially if I don’t see any maneuvering 
room.  When this big “rig” came by me there was NO wiggle room anywhere.  To 
make things even worse, this was one of those double trailers-----two the same 
length coupled together.  This made me even more uneasy!  This guy could have 
killed me----we were coming DOWN Black Mountain and he could have just 
pushed me off the hill.  I guess all these feelings just mounted when he got by 
me and I looked at the back of his truck.  It had three signs on 
it…………..PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY (well, duh, where did that come 
from???)………….HEAVEN CAN WAIT (I was really hoping for that 
one!!)…………..and, the sign that indicated the company for whom he was 
driving………….BATESVILLE CASKET COMPANY (that is the honest truth ).  
For a moment in time the reality of those signs struck me!  If he didn’t drive 
safely, then heaven would not wait, and he had a box for me already on board in 
which he could “put me away!” 

One of the things we have to learn about life is that we cannot “run 
scared” as we live.  There are so many things that could happen to us that we 
would try to hunker down in a hole somewhere and never come out if we 
seriously acknowledged all the things that “could” happen to us.  But Christians 
do not live this way.  What did St. Paul say in his second letter to the 
Corinthians...…… “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5: 7).   We believe 
that God wants nothing for us but what is good.  But God also wants us to be 
good and have good because we are good.  So free will is given to us.  We get to 
choose this day whom we shall serve.  Everybody gets that freedom.  And when 
bad choices are made others can get hurt or be hurt.  And then, of course, there 
are the tragic accidents of life.  But even though there are risks in living with free 
will, I will accept the risks in order to have the freedom of choice.  But I have to 
admit………..I am still a little afraid of a double-length eighteen wheeler, running 
head-long down a mountain carrying caskets!  What about you? 

 
God be close to you. 

 
 
 
Bill 
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Adult Ministries Day ApartAdult Ministries Day ApartAdult Ministries Day ApartAdult Ministries Day Apart    SurveySurveySurveySurvey    
    

During the Adult Ministries Day Apart with Rev. Oscar Pilson, the participants from each 
church were asked to evaluate their ministries.  Here are just SOME of the examples of Here are just SOME of the examples of Here are just SOME of the examples of Here are just SOME of the examples of 
how our laity Follow Jesus, Make Disciples and Transform the World:how our laity Follow Jesus, Make Disciples and Transform the World:how our laity Follow Jesus, Make Disciples and Transform the World:how our laity Follow Jesus, Make Disciples and Transform the World:    
    
Food Pantry – Meals on Wheels – AA Meetings on church premises – summer programs 
for children including scholarships – before and after school care for children including 
scholarships – handmade dresses made and sent to Africa – Trunk or Treat for 400 
children with their families – Crop Walk – Blessed Dressed for prom dresses at no charge 
– tutoring and dinner for neighborhood (Hispanic) children every Monday night during 
school – support UMAR Sunday School Class – caring UMW circles – Salvation Army 
boxes – Heifer Project – Samaritan Ministries penny campaign – Crisis Control food on 
monthly basis – backpack program for food for children on the weekends – prayer buddies 
for children in the congregation – Friday night movies for the community – weekly 
visitation to shut-ins – support process of citizenship for Hispanic families – 3rd Sunday 
breakfast for ladies prepared by UMM- participate in IMPACT Days – support Open 
Arms and The Children’s Home – flood buckets – sponsor scouting troops 

    
    
 
 

WNCC INFORMATION AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

Travel with Bishop Goodpaster on Lands of the Bible  Cruise 2012  
 

Members of the WNCC and friends are invited to join Bishop Goodpaster for a 13-day  
faith based cruise departing on November 9 th, 2012.  Following a flight to Rome, we will 
make the 2400 passenger Norwegian Jade cruise ship home for the journey.  Ports 
of call include Alanya and Perga, Turkey; Limassol, Cyprus; the Gal ilee region and 
Jerusalem, Israel; and Cairo and Alexandria, Egypt.   Travel to these land sites will be 
by deluxe motor coach, accompanied by qualified guides.  Lectures will be given by 
Bishop Goodpaster and Dr. Bob Tuttle, renowned auth or and Professor at Asbury 
Theological Seminary.  This is a substantive way to  renew and strengthen your 
faith journey.  Brochures are available in the district office by contacting Donna Cooke, 
dcooke@wnccumc.org.  
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