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OPPORTUNITIES

SUNDAYS

Higher Ground -9 a.m.

a multi-sensory contemporary

service that celebrates and shares

God’s love in the relaxed worship setting
of the Alspaugh Worship Center.

Ignite - 11 a.m.

a contemporary service with emphasis on
participatory worship, prayer, community
and transformation, in-person and on live
stream from the Alspaugh Worship Center.

Traditional - 11 a.m.

a worship service incorporating the
traditional hymns of faith and the historic
creeds of the church, in-person and on live
stream from the light-filled Sanctuary.

Nursery care and a Mother’s Room

are available in the Children’s Building.
TaborKIDS Worship is also available

by registering your child at the

Children’s Building before worship begins.

Wheelchairs are available for use while on
church property and hearing enhancement
devices, as well as large print bulletins,

are available for Sanctuary worship.

See one of the ushers for details.

Livestream available at
www.YouTube.com/
MountTaborUMCVideoStreaming
and on Facebook Live at
Mount Tabor United Methodist Church
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SEASON OF EASTER

It has been a couple of weeks since Easter Sunday, but we are still in the
season of Easter. One of the Biblical resurrection stories that is often mentioned
after Easter Sunday is the story about two disciples on the road to a place called
Emmaus. It is a powerful story full of sadness, conviction, clarity, surprise, and
ultimately joyful hope! It is also my favorite story in the entire Bible.

| love this story so much that in my office hangs a painting of Jesus’ encounter
with the disciples on the Emmaus road. When | look up from my desk, and gaze to
my right, this painting always confronts and then comforts me. It is a reminder of
God'’s promises in the midst of the ups and downs of life. The painting is full of
darkness and hope. The colors are honest about the loneliness of the crucifixion
and the death of Christ, but bright colors begin emerging as the reality of the
resurrection has changed everything! It always makes me pause and then brings a
smile to my face.

You can find the Emmaus story in the 24th chapter of Luke’s Gospel. As | go
through the encounter, my favorite part of the story has always been the very end.
Throughout the walk to Emmaus, Jesus is inquisitive, educational, and even blunt
to Cleopas and the other disciple. However, before the very end of the story, the
disciples invite Jesus (not knowing it is him) to stay with them. In the midst of their
grief, confusion, and curiosity, they still show compassion to this man they think
they have just met. While they are together with Jesus, through the breaking and
sharing of bread, their eyes are opened and they recognized their Savior.
Suddenly, Jesus disappears from their sight.

Can you imagine being at that table and seeing the risen Christ? How would
all of us react? What would we do? Well, we know what the two disciples did in
that moment. Verse 33 says, “They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem.”
They didn't hesitate. Why? Because everything had changed! They hurried back to
the place where their dreams were smashed. They hurried back to where their
Savior had died and where the authorities might want their lives next. They
hurried back to tell the other disciples the Good News.

This story means so much to me because | believe it encapsulates the heart of
everyday life and the reality of a new life in Christ. The world is broken. We all
know that. The road to Emmaus is sometimes somber and reflective. However,
after an experience with the risen Christ, they sprint back to Jerusalem is full of joy
and purpose! The world can never take away from us what Christ has done for us,
because Christ overcame the world. This eternal truth reminds us Easter is more
than a day. It is more than a season. Easter is our new and everlasting life!

Easter Blessings,
Pastor Lonnie t



Marcey Davis, Children’s Ministries Director
marcey.davis@mttaborumc.org 336-765-5561 ext. 1007

Colleen Carr, Children’s Ministries Associate Director
colleen.carr@mttaborumc.org 336-765-5561 ext. 1020

for children age 3-year-old-Kindergarten)
What would you do if you were assigned a huge building
project to manage? Or told to step into the leadership role
for an entire nation where every person would depend on
you to make the right decisions? How about helping some-
one else accomplish a big job where you're not going to
get much recognition? Or, do the one thing you would be
most afraid of doing, while everyone you know watches?
All of these are pretty big things and would intimidate
most of us. However, God can help us do really big things.
When our TaborKIDS Junior friends are faced with big
things, we want them to remember to hop to it, because
God will help them. Our world is filled with things that are
big and sometimes scary. When our TaborKIDS Junior

Pray’n & Play’n /Ms. Colleen Wed.

Brian Loper
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