
March 2, 2022      7 p.m. 
 

  Please enter and remain in silence in preparation for worship 
 

Prelude “Are Ye Able?” Mason 
 

 Greeting   Pastor Bob 
 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
 God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 

 Processional Hymn #521  SOJOURNER 
  “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” (all verses) 
 

Opening Prayer   Pastor Bob 
 

Scripture   Mark 1:1-14 Bob McHone 
 

Anthem  arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 

   “Jesus, Wayfaring Stranger” 
Jesus was a poor, wayfaring stranger; 
He came to earth this world to roam. 
And there’s no sickness, toil, or danger, 
in that bright land, His heav’nly home. 
 

He came to earth to walk among us, 
to lead the way that we should go, 
that we might live with him forever 
in that bright land to which we’ll go. 
 

He came from heav’n to be our Savior, 
to understand our pain and strife, 
to pay the price for our salvation 
and offer us eternal life. 
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

Words and Arrangement by Ruth Elaine Schram 
Tunes: WAYFARING STRANGER and WERE YOU THERE (Traditional Spirituals) 
© 2015 Lorenz Publishing Company 
CCLI #703650 

 

Responsive Reading #785 “Psalm 51:1-17” Pastor Bob 
 

Pastoral Reflection  Pastor Lonnie 

 

Invitation to the Observance of the Lenten Discipline  
 

Thanksgiving Over the Ashes    
 

Imposition of Ashes   
   “A Lenten Walk” arr. Hal Hopson 

Jesus walked this lonesome valley, 
he had to walk it by himself; 
Oh, nobody else could walk it for him, 
he had to walk it by himself. 
 

We must walk this lonesome valley, 
we have to walk it by ourselves; 
Oh, nobody else can walk it for us, 
we have to walk it by ourselves. 
 

Jesus bore the cross of sorrow; 
he had to bear it by himself; 
Oh, nobody else could bear it for him, 
he had to bear it by himself. 
 

We must take our cross and follow; 
we must take it by ourselves. 
Oh, nobody else can follow for us, 
we have to follow by ourselves. 
 

American Spiritual, arr. Hal Hopson; words Public Domain 
© 1994 Augsburg Fortress 
CCLI #703650 

 

 Closing Hymn #474  PRECIOUS LORD 
   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (all verses)  
 

 Benediction  Pastor Lonnie 
 
Please Depart in Silence During the Bell Toll 

 
    Please stand as you are able. 
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Much of the vocal music for this Ash Wednesday service comes from 
the tradition of spirituals. Spirituals are African-American religious 
folk songs that proliferated in the 18th century, especially before the 
abolishment of legalized slavery. Many spirituals take up the themes 
of bondage, freedom, and suffering, especially as enslaved people 
saw their own suffering reflected in biblical stories of the enslaved 
Israelites and Christ’s passion. 
 

The opening song “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” is a plea for 
Christ’s presence in the difficult journey of life. The choral anthem 
“Jesus, Wayfaring Stranger” blends music from two spirituals: 
“Wayfaring Stranger” and “Were You There?” The latter piece invites 
the listeners to understand themselves as witnesses of Christ’s pas-
sion by asking, “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” The 
second anthem “A Lenten Walk” reflects on Jesus’s solitary journey 
to the cross and our own emulation of that journey in Lent. 
 

The closing hymn “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” is not a spiritual, 
but was written by an inheritor of the spirituals tradition—Tommy 
Dorsey, the father of African-American gospel music. Written after 
the death of his wife and newborn son, Dorsey’s hymn is a lament 
much like the laments in the Psalms—expressing grief, but with a 
steadfast trust in God’s presence. 
     —Charli Mills 
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